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Goals 

Improvement of skills at sight translation in preparation for the IB Paper 1 in the Spring of 2012.

Study of Virgil’s Aeneid and review of the lyric verse of Catullus and Horace in preparation for the IB Paper 2 in the Spring of 2012.

Completion of the IA final draft.

An appreciation for the following questions:

· What different functions does language perform? Which are most relevant in creating and communicating knowledge?

· In what ways does written language differ from spoken language in its relationship to knowledge?

· What is lost in translation from one language to another? Why?

· In most of the statements heard, spoken, read or written, facts are blended with values. How can an examination of language distinguish the subjective and ideological biases as well as values that statements may contain?

· What is the importance of rhetorical terms in analyzing texts and their possible meanings?

· How does a culture manipulate history and mythology to articulate its values?

Beliefs

We approach the study of Latin according to the following beliefs:

· Accurate translation of Latin texts is not the only goal of the study of Latin.
· Roman Civilization had some things in common with our own, but was different in many important ways.

· The study of Roman Culture helps us understand later Western Civilization and our own culture better.

· There is more than one acceptable way to interpret an ancient text.

Objectives
Students will strive to:

· increase their Latin vocabulary and grasp of grammatical constructions

· expand their knowledge of Roman history and culture (e.g. history, art, mythology)

· improve their ability to comprehend and translate Latin texts

· translate and comprehend the Latin verse  of Virgil 

· gain an appreciation for the entire Aeneid of Virgil, through reading sections in English and also reading scholarship on Virgil
· improve their facility with translating the verses of the poet Ovid

Strategies and Resources

In class, we vary our approaches to the Latin language and texts to include close analysis of Latin forms and syntax, comprehensive interpretation of ancient texts and more creative responses to these texts. Careful memorization of vocabulary and syntactical contructions is not the main goal of the course, but it is a necessary means to reach the objectives stated above.
Students will generally succeed better if they:

· use more than one sense when learning new material (e.g. reading aloud combines sight and sound).

· spend a good deal of time in reviewing core concepts and vocabulary.

· work consistently on their homework and budget their time on longer projects.

Some resources of benefit to students:
· Pharr, Clyde. Vergil's Aeneid Books I-VI.: Bolchazy Carducci, 2009. Print. 

· The Aeneid. Trans. Robert Fitzgerald. New York: Vintage Classics, 1983.  Print.
· Various links that will appear on the Managebac page for the class. 
· Vocabulary building tools on the instructor’s website: www.quia.com/profiles/ralbis
Assessment

Student performance will be assessed in a variety of ways, from small vocabulary quizzes to longer texts involving translation and interpretation of Latin texts. 

Possible Types of Assessments:

· Vocabulary and short translation quizzes (a few a week)

· Tests covering translation and comprehension of ancient texts (about every other week)

· Occasional research projects, sometimes involving an oral report

· Occasional essays

All assessments will be assigned a point value appropriate to the assignment, e.g. from 10 points for a very short quiz or homework assignment up to 100 points for a major test.  At the end of the marking period, the total number of points you earned will be divided by the total number of points allotted to all the assignments.
You can expect to receive grades for short assignments such as quizzes at the following class period.  Longer tests and research projects may take me longer to grade. I will not give you another test until I have graded the first test.
Expectations:

· Always show respect for the opinions of other students and for the students themselves.

· Always show respect for the other students and teacher by being punctual, prepared, and attentive and cooperative in class.

· Always come to class with (1) a 3-ring binder devoted to this class (2) paper (3) pens, pencils and (4) any textbook that we are using at the time.

· Always feel confident to contribute to class without fear of making a mistake.  An incorrect answer is usually more instructive for your fellow students than a correct one!

· Always complete work on your own, without the aid of published translations, etc., unless instructed otherwise.  

· Be pro-active in seeking me out for extra help if you feel that you are not understanding the material.
· All assignments will be posted on Managebac, so you should know what is due in class even if you are absent.  While serious illness and certain other circumstances may prevent you from coming to class prepared after an absence, if you miss class because of an anticipated reason, e.g. an athletic event, you will be held responsible for the following class’s assignment.  You will often have the materials necessary to complete an assignment from material uploaded onto Managebac, and you should make every effort to complete those assignments while absent.  

· If you miss a quiz or test due to absence, it is YOUR responsibility to schedule a time with me to make it up. You should make up all work within a week except in extraordinary circumstances.  Failure to do so may result in a failing grade for the assignment. 
Standard Level and Higher Level Requirements in this Class.
The following are the lines assigned for the IB exams for both levels.





SL



 HL

Aeneid Book 6:


Lines 154-476


Lines 154-476, 679-901
This class will cover all of the lines assigned for HL, plus additional lines not on the syllabus.  The goal is to gain an appreciation for Virgil’s Aeneid as whole, not simply prepare the lines on the IB syllabus. 

Many daily assignments and quizzes will be identical or virtually identical for HL and SL students.

Longer assessments will often differ somewhat for HL and SL students.  HL tests may be longer,  may require completion of sections that are optional for SL students, or may ask different types of questions on the same material. 

HL students may occasionally receive additional assignments. 

Review assignments for Catullus and Horace will be limited to the poems assigned for each level. 

Certain assignments will be graded more stringently for HL students than for SL students (in accordance with IB guidelines).

